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Slaughter and Inspection
of Meat and Poultry

The Federal Meat Inspection Act of 1906 (P.L. 59-242), as amended,
requires that each food-animal slaughtered in a federal or state
establishment be examined before, during, and after slaughter. These
ante- and postmortem inspections are conducted by veterinarians, or by
trained inspectors working under their supervision, who have the
professional knowledge required to evaluate the signs and lesions that
occur in food-animals and to determine the animalsr acceptability as food
for humans. Because such scientific disciplines as anatomy, pathology,
physiology, parasitology, biochemistry, and bacteriology are needed to
implement the meat inspection program, general oversight of all areas is
assigned to veterinarians (Brandly et: al., 1966; Libby, 1975).
Veterinarians who enter the meat inspection program receive additional
training to enhance the part of their education that is relevant to meat
hygiene and to ensure that their work meets high standards of competence
and uniformity (Brandly e_t al., 1966).

The veterinarians receive counsel and reports on their work from
experienced supervisors, as well as continuing education in comparative
medicine, zoonotic diseases, toxicology, and other aspects of meat
hygiene. Four pathology laboratories, staffed by veterinary pathologists
who are experts on relating gross and microscopic lesions of food-animals
to their suitability for food, are available for advice and to provide
laboratory assistance as required.

ANTEMQRTEM INSPECTION

Antemortem inspection has long been part of the total examination of
red-meat animals destined for slaughter and is critical to the overall
public protection goals of meat inspection (Booz-Allen, 1977b). Federal
regulations require that all meat-animals intended for slaughter in a
federal establishment be subjected to such an inspection both in motion
and at rest on the day of slaughter. Some diseases (e.g., rabies,
listeriosis, and heavy metal toxicoses) have distinct clinical signs that
cannot be detected by gross postmortem inspection (Libby, 1975).
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